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METEORS AS MESSENGERS ·· 

• 

English Investigator Gives Some Further I;>~~a,, Sµp
porting His View That· Other Worlds Have 

Sought to Communicate With Us 

7'o th11 EIUtOt' of The NIIW YO'f'k Ttmea: 
A letter or mine. publlshed In THE 

TnlES on Aug. 81, 192t, upon data which , 
Indicate tha.t there have been a.ttempts ' 
In other physical worlda to communlcate · 
with the lnha.blta.nta ot this earth, 
brought so many replies trom pla.ces as i 
tar a.pa.rt as Lovelock, Nev., and Mid
dle.sex, England, that I ha.ve reason tor ' 
thinking there la considerable Interest in 
this subject. Borne ot my correspondent:! ' 
asked me to keep them 1n touch with 
such developments. .. , 

There baa been an occurrence 1n Eng
land. It may be an additional datum 1n 
this investigation. 

In The London Evening Btanda.rd or 
Sept. 2G was published a.n account of a 
spherical Iron object, not a. meteorite, 
which was aa.ld to have fallen trom the 
sky on Sept. 22, during a. thunderstorm, 
to a point near the British broadcasting 
station at B<>urnemouth. Hampshire. In 
investigatin~ this reported occur:ence I 
have received a descrJptlon from L. Ev
erett, a. member ot the statt or the' sta.. 
Uon, 72 Holdenhurst Road, Bourne• 
mouth. He writes : 

"It conslsta ot caat lron and la the &!.ze 
and shs.pe ot a. small cricket ball, but 
exactly qildway between the two he.lve.s I 

o! the sphere there Js a. n1ark which · 
seems to Indicate that this is e. ca.sting, 
the mark denoting the joint in the box. 
Also, on top there Is a. flat portion ot I 
crystalline structure, which points to · 
where the runner or riser waa cut off 
by the tettlera after casting. It seems 
to me that the whole thing is a matter 
or coincidence, this object being found 
only two feet six inches deep." 

The objection that something th&t had 
fallen from the sky would probably pen
etrate deeper than several reet is not 
supported by data upon meteorites. 
Sometimes meteorites have struck the 
ground with very l1tUe penetration ; the 
stones the.t fell at Hessle, Sweden, Jan. 
1, 1869, alighted upon a frozen lake ·with
out breaking the Ice. As to coincidence, 
Mr. Everett expressed the conventional 
explanation that only by chance h~d 
lighting struck and dug a hole where an 
Iron object was buried. Other explain• 
era would say that a. buried Iron had 
attracted llgbtn!ng. 

But there have been other instances. 
Some or them will not conrorm to this 
way of dismissing a subject. In The 
London Times of Sept. 16, 1852, was pub. 
Ii.shed a letter by a. chemist of Andover, 
Hampshire, telling ot a.n iron sphere, 
about the size of a. cricket ball, which 
had been found In a garden 1n Andover 
after a. thunderstorm. It was found on 
a path, "within six ya.rds or the house." 
Presumably it had not been tn that gar
den, unnoUced, tor any long time. 

In Symons's Meteorological Magazine. 

Vol. xvm, Pa.Ire 15'1, J. Ra.nd CH.pronJ 
the astronomer, tells of a sphere of iron; 
that was found afiet" a thundel'SU)rm In! 
Guilford, nea.r London, Jn A.prD, 1883, lnl 
a. heap of refuae ba.rk tha.t had been, 
thrown trom a stable. The object wa.e! 
found at the bottom of a hole that ha.di: 
been burned ten inches deep 1n thta! 
heap. It WWI a ch&rcoa.l.f!tnelted e&11t•1 
lron ball, l)robably of considerable =~ 
tiqulty, as charcoa.1 turnace11 ba.ve 1 
ceased to exist. . . j 

Mr. Capron expla!ned fn the conven-1 
tlonal wa.y tha.t thta BJ)here, tbrOWn) 
from the atable, never having . b~ no-j 
tlced upon the premil!es before, had: 
probably attracted llghtning, wh1Ch had i 
burned down to it. If, more · likely, It] 
would have been noticed lt lt had been ' 

there before, one thinks that thls obj~t ' 
fell from the sky, intensely heated, 
burning Its way through the retus&;. I 
notice that this object, thougll, of , cast 
lron, had been ma.nuta.ctured by a proc
ess not prevailing in England. j 

Unless lightning has some speoial at-, 
tinlty for cast-Iron spheres of use and/ 
ortgJn unknown, our data .fndlca.te thati 
manufactured objects, all of one typo\ 
in form and · composition, have tallen·l 

' !rom the iiky, 11hot, perha.pe in volleys, I 
from some other world 1n an attempt to i 

' communicate wltb ua. My own Idea 18 i 
the.t projectiles from BOtlle other lnhab-; 
ited world ha.Ve reached a region super-: 

' Jacent to this earth, 1n which, despite • 

I 
all that we think we know of r:ra.vlta- • 
Uon, this earth's a.ttra.cUon ts unattec- · 

1 tivo, a.nd have been dislodged and 
· brought down by atmospheric d!Bturb-
ancM. For the Idea. that they may .be 
conta.fners of mes.,ages l ha.ve no data. 

There fa B.DQther wa.y of arguing 
against the 11,:htnJng expla.na.Uon. · 
Stones do not attract lJghtnlnc. I know 
several dozen recorda of ca.rvod stones 

i which a.re said to ha.ve fallen !rom the' 
i Bky, sometlmes ln thunderstorm.s. For 
1 a reproduction ot a photograph or a. 
stone cylinder said to ba.ve fallen at 
Westerville, Ohto, late In the year 1910, 

· see Popular Mechanics, XIV, 801. In. 
Notes and Queries, Feb. ll, 1892. fs an 
account ot a. carved atone which was 
said to have fallen trom the eky to a. 

• plantation In Dutch Guiana, whence it 
I was sent to a museum in Holland. The 
Conservator o! the Rljks Ethnographlsch 
Museum, Leyden, Holland, sent me two 

i pnotogra.phs ot this stone. It fs clearly 
i an artl!lclally rounded object. 

I ehould like to hear trom anybody 
. who 1B lntereeted In thJs 1nvestlr;a.tlon. 
· We may be able to take it up and un
earth more data. ln the United State..s, 

CHARLES FORT. 
. 89(A) Ma.rchmont Street. W. C., London, 

Elngla.n~ Oct. 2, lll26. 




