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(U)  Introduction

(TS//SI//REL TO USA, NOR) The SIGINT relationship between the National Security 
Agency (NSA) and the Norwegian Intelligence Service (NIS) began informally in 1952, 
and was formalized in 1954 when both services signed the Norway – United States of 
America (NORUSA) SIGINT agreement.  Subsequent additions included the exchange 
of FISINT and Space Collection in 1963, ELINT in 1970, and PROFORMA and COMINT
Technical Extracts of Signals in 1994.  While NIS produces all-source reports combining
SIGINT, IMINT, HUMINT, ACINT, RADINT and TELINT, the strength of the service 
remains its SIGINT capabilities against principally Russian targets.  Over time, the NIS 
has expanded its customer base within the Norwegian government and has acquired 
new systems that can access INMARSAT, FORNSAT and microwave transmissions.  
This expansion has permitted NIS to respond to new national-level transnational 
requirements specific to terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and environmental issues.  NIS 
has also deployed tactical intelligence systems and SIGINT personnel to support 
Norwegian and coalition forces in Afghanistan.

(U)  Key Issues

 (TS//SI//REL TO USA, NOR) Modernization – NSA and NIS are beginning to 
collaborate on modernizing the Norwegian SIGINT service’s end-to-end 
collection and processing capabilities. The main focus will be to address a 
request from the partner for advice on coping with the growing volumes of 
SIGINT data they are able to access. The overarching goal of this interaction is to
maximize mission benefit of NIS accesses by enabling the partner to exploit 
those accesses more effectively from an analytic perspective. NSA is prepared to
advise NIS on technology investments they can make over the next five years. 
NIS has received a four-fold increase (approximately US$100M) in their budget 
to support this effort.

 (TS//SI//REL TO USA, NOR) On 7 March 2013, NSA and NIS completed their 
annual Strategic Planning Conference.  NIS specifically requested strategic 
discussions on several technical issues including cable access, deployed 
sensors, CLOUD computing and FORNSAT modernization. High level 
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